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OPEN MINUTES for the Meeting of
Milingimbi Local Authority

21 November 2023 
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1 Meeting Establishment

YOW NGILIMURR BUKU’LUNGTHUN DHIYAK MEETINGU GA MALA DJARRYUN ROM

Joanne Baker
Robert Yirapawanga
Rosetta Wayatja
Arthur Murrupu
Ganygulpa Dhurrkay

The following elected Councillors are appointed by the Council for the Local Authority:

President Lapulung Dhamarrandji
Cr Joe Djakala

ATTENDANCE

In the Chair President Lapulung Dhamarrandji, Cr. Joe Djakala, Local Authority Members 
Arthur Murrupuy, Robert Yirapawanga.

COUNCIL OFFICERS

Dale Keehne – Chief Executive Officer via video.
Shane Marshall – Director Technical and Infrastructure Services via video.
Andrew Walsh – Director Community Development via video.
Shannon Cervini – Council Operations Manager.

Minute Taker – Wendy Brook, Executive Assistant to the CEO via video.
 

1.2 Opening of Meeting

Chair President Lapulung Dhamarrandji opened the meeting at 10.16AM with a prayer and 
welcomed all members and guests.
 
1.3 Attendance

MEETING ESTABLISHMENT

1.3 Attendance 
 

SUMMARY:

This report is also to table, for the Councils record, any absences, apologies and requests 
for leave of absence received form the Council members and what absences that the 
Council given permission for.

MIL 2023/100 RESOLVED (Robert Yirapawanga/Arthur Murrupu)

 
That the Local Authority:
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(a) Notes the absence of Joanne Baker, Ganygulpa Dhurrkay, Rosetta Wayatja.
(b) Notes the apology received from Joanne Baker and Ganygulpa Dhurrkay.
(c) Notes Joanne Baker, Ganygulpa Dhurrkay, Rosetta Wayatja are absent with       

permission of the Local Authority.
      

 
1.4 Conflict of Interest

MEETING ESTABLISHMENT

1.4 Conflict of Interest

SUMMARY:
This report is tabled for members to declare any conflicts they have within the agenda.

MIL 2023/101 RESOLVED (Arthur Murrupu/Cr. Joe Djakala)

 
That the Local Authority notes no conflicts of interest declared at today’s meeting. 
 

 
1.5 Previous Local Authority Minutes and Local Authority Action Items

MEETING ESTABLISHMENT

1.5 Previous Local Authority Minutes and Local Authority Action Items

  
MIL 2023/102 RESOLVED (Robert Yirapawanga/Arthur Murrupu)

 
That the Local Authority: 

(a) Approves the minutes of the previous meetings held on 21 March and 19 
September 2023.

(b) Notes the progress of actions from the previous meetings, new actions and 
requests that completed items be removed from the Action Register for the Council to 
endorse. 

2 Looking Forward - Discussions and Decisions

GO NGILIMURR MALA DJARRYUN GA YURAM GA YAKAYUN GA BALWAK NGUPAN 
DHUWAL DHARUK

2.1 Guest Speaker - Nothern Territory Police - Law & Order Community Update

LOOKING FORWARD - DISCUSSIONS AND DECISIONS

2.1 Guest Speaker - Nothern Territory Police - Law & Order Community Update
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SUMMARY

This report is for a law and order update to be provided to the members of the Local Authority 
by an officer of the Northern Territory Police.  

MIL 2023/103 RESOLVED (Arthur Murrupu/Robert Yirapawanga)

That the Local Authority 

(a) Thanks Sergeant Michael Merenda from the Northern Territory Police for his  
update. 

(b) Supports working with the NT Police to build awareness in the community to call 
'000' to allow Police to be able deal with the range of issues in community.  

(c) Reconfirms our call for more Police and Aboriginal Liaison Officers and 
investment, to be placed in community to help with law and order issues. 

(d) Supports increased funding for the volatile substance abuse and drug and alcohol 
programs in the community and the region as a whole. 

(e) Reconfirms our support for the range of recommendations to help tackle youth, 
law, order and support challenges across the region. 
2.2 Guest Speaker - Jacob Leonard, Senior Project Officer, Strategic Projects and Policy - Department of the Chief Minister and Cabinet.

LOOKING FORWARD - DISCUSSIONS AND DECISIONS

2.2 Guest Speaker - Jacob Leonard, Senior Project Officer, Strategic Projects and Policy 
- Department of the Chief Minister and Cabinet.

SUMMARY:

Jacob will be speaking with the Local Authority about changes to Local Authority Guideline 1 
– Advice and Training and providing an update.   

{resolution-number} RESOLVED ({mover}/{seconder})

THIS PRESENTATION DID NOT PROCEED. 
 
2.3 Guest Speaker - Louise Letheridge, Director Country Connect

LOOKING FORWARD - DISCUSSIONS AND DECISIONS

2.3 Guest Speaker - Louise Letheridge, Director Country Connect

SUMMARY

Country Connect are in discussions to offer our NDIS supports program in Milingimbi – local 
employment for the delivery of community access services to people living with a disability. 
MIL 2023/104 RESOLVED (Cr. Joe Djakala/Arthur Murrupu)

That the Local Authority thanks the Guest Speakers for their presentation. 

Motion move to lunch at 11.56am  Joey Djakala/Robert Yirapawanga.

Motion return to meeting at 12.54pm Arthur Murrupu/Joey Djakala.
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2.4 Guest Speaker - Representatives of Compassion and Power Ministry Services

LOOKING FORWARD - DISCUSSIONS AND DECISIONS

2.4 Guest Speaker - Representatives of Compassion and Power Ministry Services

SUMMARY:

The representatives of Compassion and Power Ministry Services will be joining the Local 
Authority members to discuss the services they are currently providing in Community.

MIL 2023/105 RESOLVED (Arthur Murrupu/Cr. Joe Djakala)

That the Local Authority thanks the Guest Speakers for their update.

3 Noting Progress and Achievement

YOW GALKI MEETING DJA DHAWARYUNA YURRU NGILIMURR RONGIYI GA NHAMA 
NGUNIYI        

NANYTJAK NGU DHARUK MALAN GA YURUM GA BUKU WEKAM DHIYAKU MEETING 
GU

3.1 CEO Report

NOTING PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENT

3.1 CEO Report

SUMMARY:

This is a report of the key broad issues since the last report to the Local Authority, in addition 
to those covered in other parts of the agenda.

MIL 2023/106 RESOLVED (Cr. Joe Djakala/Robert Yirapawanga)

That the Local Authority notes the CEO Report.
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3.2 Technical & Infrastructure Services Report

NOTING PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENT

3.2 Technical & Infrastructure Services Report

SUMMARY:

This report is tabled for the Local Authority to provide program updates within the Technical 
and Infrastructure directorate. In addition to progress updates associated with capital projects 
and initiatives associated with the 2023-2024 Annual Plan. 

MIL 2023/107 RESOLVED (Cr. Joe Djakala/Arthur Murrupu)

That the Local Authority notes the Technical and Infrastructure Services report.
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3.3 Council Operations Manager Report

NOTING PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENT

3.3 Council Operations Manager Report

SUMMARY:

This report is provided by the Council Operations Manager at every Local Authority Meeting 
to provide information or updates to members. 

MIL 2023/108 RESOLVED (Arthur Murrupu/Robert Yirapawanga)

That the Local Authority notes the Council Operations Report.
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3.4 Corporate Services Report

NOTING PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENT

3.4 Corporate Services Report

SUMMARY:

This report presents the financials plus employment statistics as of 31 October 2023 within 
the Local Authority area. 

MIL 2023/109 RESOLVED (Cr. Joe Djakala/Robert Yirapawanga)

That the Local Authority receives the Financial and Employment information as of 31 
October 2023.
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4 Confidential Reports

5 Date of Next Meeting

MIL 2023/110 RESOLVED (Cr. Joe Djakala/Robert Yirapawanga)

{resolution}

GENERAL BUSINESS

No questions from members.  

Date of next meeting - 23 January 2023 

6 Meeting Close

The meeting closed at 2.28pm

This page and the preceding pages are the minutes of the Local Authority Ordinary Meeting 
held on 23 January 2023.
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